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. Archbishop of Canterbury! a Plea for Religious Liberty. in Malta 


. (London) = The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, has told aie 
Church. Assembly of the Church of England it should be made plain’ that "in the 
view of the Church of England and of other churches the Roman Catholic Church 
in Malta must be ‘prepared to ‘see Anglicans and others © exercising the same liber- 
ties of conscience and religious profession and enjoying the same ecclésiastical 
freedoms as are an essential part of our constitutional freedoms ‘here and in- 
meceed of the British way:-of life". 


He was discussing a proposal from Sir Kenneth Grubb, a member of the as- 
sembly, who had asked to move that the Anglican church Mody Mitecdcorien at the 
extent to which the Anglican and other religious minorities in the island of 
Malta’ continue to suffer discriminating disabilities inconsistent with their 

“right to tolerance, urges the authorities of the Church of England to make aig 
‘elear beyond all doubt that no scheme for integration of Malta with Britain can 

= pe acceptable which does not Baer eee ayer sais guarantees for religious freedom 
‘in Malta under civil law" 


The archbishop told the assembly that guarantees of religious liberty are 
contained in the present Malta constitution, and that he had been assured by 
the British Colonial Secretary that they would be repeated in ay new constitu- 
tional agreement reached as a result of discussions now proceeding about making 
Malta part of the United Kingdom. 


ery "Sinee then", Dr. Fisher said, "I have grown increasingly uneasy". He 
stated that "Anglicans. and others in Malta have often and grievously suffered 
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Office for many years past — 


i thei rover liberties, and the Colonial 
|p aenitenry : ragement in the assertion 


has been very unwilling to give us any help or encou 
of our proper claims". 

The archbishop disallowed further discussion on the matter in the assembly 
in view of the need for full and informed debate, but said that he had persona~ 
lly approached the British government authorities concerned and "submitted a 


full memorandum to them on the subject, which they are now considering". 
B.P.S., Geneva 


- WCC Executive Ends London Meeting 


_, (London) .- The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches closed its 


- ’ semi-annual meeting in London on February 14. 


The 12-member committee recommended to the Central Committee that the Third 
Assembly of the council, scheduled for Ceylon at Christmas, 1960, bé postponed 
one year; it approved plaus for the purchase of a site for permanent headquar— 
ters of the WCC in Geneva, looked at plans for the ‘August meeting of the 90-mem-_ 
ber Central Committee, and passed on to the Central Committee the application 
for membership of the Evangelical Church in the Cameroons. 


In. other action, the Executive Committee expressed itself as "deeply con- 
cerned at the tragically inadequate response of the United Nations. Pledging 
“ Conference last October to the minimum budgetary “requirements 6f the United 
‘Relief and Works Agency for the Middle East in 1958 for the agency's relief and 
rehabilitation programme". At that time the budget was undersubscribed by 
- $15,200,000. The committee said it was "apprehensive that the possible break- 
down of the agency's programmes. will result not only in disastrous political 
repercussions.but also in’a tragic intensification of human suffering that is 
already intolerable", and called on its 169 member churches to “urge governments 
_. of their countries to make an immediate and generous response to the outstanding 
_.. financial needs of the agency". The committee also requested the council's . 
_. Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees ''to bring the present si- 
_ tuation urgently to'the attention of member churches", including those who do 
Bi. and do not contribute-to the programme of the Near Bast Christim Council. 


. The committee gave its approval to plans to acquire a new sit6 for the per 
% manent headquarters of the World Council in Geneva. Present buildings, at 17, 
4, route de Malagnou, are inadequate. aN ; 


Looking at plans for next summer's Central Committee at Nyborg Strand, Den- 
i mark, August 21-29, it was agreed to hear reports on two developing major | 
_ studies conducted by the WCC - The Common Christian Responsibility Toward Areas 
eon nape Social Change, and Christians and the Prevention of War in an Atomic , 
Age. . Discussions of the programme of the World Council and a study on religi- — 
ous liberty, authorised by the Central Committee at its meeting in 1957, will | 
also be prominent on the agenda. ciate B.S 4) Cedeen 


(Vienna) - The Vatican, in a note to the Austrian government, has refused to 

negotiate a new concordat for Austria. ~The concordat of 1934 which ia eee 
_ legally, valid, had been: questioned by the Austrian government = ina} eden | 
‘in detail in view of other laws now in force in Austria. Sega 


The Vatican has now asked that legal obstacles standi i 
: ing in the im— 
plementation of the 1934 concordat should be removed, and ae Lt ra e a ‘ 
amendment at some points if necessary. ; a a 


& 
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Reception of the Vatican note has surprised thurch’.and government cir¢éles: 
in Austria. It is generally ‘considered impossible: to: accept ithe system of de- 
‘'-nominational ‘schools .and provisions. covering marriage ‘in the’ 1934 concordat . 
because’ of the character of the present Austrian. constitution. Fears are ex- 
‘pressed that the Vatican's stand: will lead .toi.dideterroration of: relationships 
between the Roman Catholic Church and the ‘strong Austrian Socialist Party. 


~ ° Protestant “leaders in ‘Austria, on the othen hand, say that the Vatican note 
will: not. influence current government discussions on the law now bekng prepared 
to define the legal position of Austria's Protestant minority. h.P.S., Geneva 


Bossey Graduate School Ends with Litunay ia Church of South India 


(Géneva, Switzerland)” - The sixth sémoster of ‘the Graduate School of Ecumenical 
Studies closed on Friday , February TAs at the Ecumenical Institute, Chateau de 

Bosscy 5. néar Geneva, “with the impressive service of Holy. Communion according te 
the liturgy of the Church of* South India. ., 


The Revw He Swi ‘Sundaresan, dries robed presbyter of the Gintreie of South In- 
dia and a student in the Graduate School, presided at the service. He was as- 
sisted by the staff of the Institute, Professor Hans-Hcinrich Wolf, director, 

Se wile O's Paul, associate gpa thy and Dr. Charles West, ure director, 


"Preaching his “farowcll | ‘sermon to this yoar': S group “of 33 studénts from 

_ sixteen nations and nineé ‘deriominations,, Professor Wolf rominded them of ‘the 
“story of the’ ‘small man, Zacchaéus (like 19: ni Pe who had climbed a treo in order 
to sce over the heads of those in the ‘front row. Dr. Wolf said that the. "front 
line church fathers" of thany traditions who had mcant such a lot*to the students 
during their study of the Christian unity movement could be a hindrance if they 
stood in the way of the personal encounter with Christ, which alone could "pre- 
pare the way for the manifestation of the God-given unity" which the Graduate 
School's: sessions _betweon October and Fobruary had been studying., p- 


oo Barlier, as ems at Hiais aiudcrine had received the chaerbetd eauata of the Graduate 
school, oer a-joint enterprise of the Ecumcnicahl Institute ofthe Worlid.. 
Council of Churches and the Faculty of Theology of the University of Geneva h 
Three other students, who attended coursgs but are not graduates of recognised 
institutions , were awarded a Com Gre to this effect. 


peees F a ia 


Professor” “Jacques Courvoisicr, pro- -rector ‘of ‘the. University of Geneva and 
chairman of the” “governing board of the Graduate ‘School, wished the students We 
Tife of work’ an their respéctive churches filled with. joy and” ardour in the ser- 
View or the ‘dcuttonical movemcont". ~~ Hé told them that. the ecumenical movement ” is 
"modern ‘but ‘ancoicnt", and that the service “of the cause of unity "bolongs to the 
very essence of the Church". 


Dr. Robert S. Paul, Congregational associate director of Bossey, who will 
leave the Institute in June to become Professor of Church History at the Hart- 
ford Theological Seminary, Connecticut, USA, emphasized that “the real teaching 
work in the annual Graduate School is done by the confrontation of the students 
with one another" as they come from different church backgrounds into a multi- 
lingual and multiracial situation and live in noutral Switzcrland "on a border 
between Protestantism and Catholicism". 


Members of faculty for the Sixth Graduate School sessions included Professor 
Boris Bobrinskoy of the Orthodox Theological Scminary of St. Sergius in Paris, 
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ee anit He dnnriaste nad , New York, Professor John Hughey, Baptist, 


schlikon, Zurich, .Switzerland, Dr. Arend van Leeuwen, Reformed, of the 
ahem aeher P. Michalon, director of the Roman Catholic "Grand pen 
at. Francheville, near Lyon, France, Prior Roger Schutz of the Protestmt men's 
conmunity of Taizé, France, Professor Helmut Thiclicke of Hamburg, Germany, and 
Canon E.R. Wickham, Anglican, of Sheffield, England. 


Lectures were also delivered regularly by staff members of the World Coun- 
-cil of Churches in Geneva. of obi sog E.P.S., Geneva 


In Briof 


The Bishop of Sheffield, Dr. Leslie Huntcr, who is chairman of the British 
Council of Churches! Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service, told the Anglican 
Church Assembly in London that contributions to,inter-church aid from churches 
* 7 Britain had risen from £30,000 (884,000) in 1952 to £230,000 ($644,000) in:. 
1957. He called the "pastoral work" accomplished by the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches “truly re- 
markable". . Sif bei mors $3 


See ee 


* * 

The Protestant Council.of the City of New York has elccted Dr. Gardner C. 
Taylor, pastor of Concord Baptist Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., as president. pe 
Taylor, aged 39, is the first Baptist, the first negro and the youngest man ever 
‘elected to the presidency of the council, which undertakes cooperative work for 
1700 Protestant churches of thirty-one denominations in the, world's largest 
See ay : . 

. * % 


“Women in 145 countrics used the same basic order of service on the Women's 
World Day of Prayer held on Friday, February 21. The service, prepared by a 
group of women from churches within the Australian Council for the World Coun- 
Gian Churches, concluded with prayers written by Australian aboriginal: Chris-~ 
tians. ties | 3 ; Re Sronwt 

% x 


Four of the ninety-six accused committed.for. trial after the South.African 
Treason Inquiry (see EPS No. 6) will not be prosecuted. The group includes a 
-number of Christian loaders. Mr. Lee Warden, a member of parliament for "Na+ 
itive Interests", two Indians and a Cape Town printing. and publishing firm have 
+E.P.S., Geneva 


had the charges against them withdrawn,. 
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IWF, Commission on World Mission  Sigtuna/Sweden | 
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Asia Conference on Mass chained 
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LWF, Commission on Theology Amsterdam/Netherlands 


WCC, Department on Church & Society, ES wis 
Working Committor Ny borg Strand/Denmark 
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Change (Department on the Laity and Kou- 


ménical Institute) Bossey/Switzerland 
IWF Commission on World Service Copenhagen/Denmark 
Annual Meeting of the. Directors! Asso-... 

ciation of the Laymen's Colleges in 

Europe Bossey/Switzerland — 


Place and the Use of the Bible Seestesoat/vethoianis 
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September 20-27 WCC, Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugoes, Conference of the 
Protestant Churches of the Latin Coun- 


tries of Europe Chambon-sur-Lignon/ France 
september 22-29 YMCA, Consultation on "Education for 
Family Life" Mainau/Germany 
October l- Seventh Session of the Graduate School 
February 15 of Ecumenical Studies Bossey/Switzerland 
October 3-6 Presbyterian World Alliance, Theologi- 
cal Commission of the Huropean Area Brussels/Belgium 
October 8-9 WCC, Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees, Administrative Committee Geneva/Switzerland 
October 13-17 WCCE, Residential Conference on "The 
Place of Sunday School & Youth Work in High Leigh, 
the Life of the Church" Hoddesdon/England 
October 20--24 WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Com- 
mission on Worship, European Section Lincoln/England 
October 21-24 IWF Committec on Latin America Germany 
October 27-31 LWF Executive Committee Strasbourg/France 
October 28- WCC, Youth Department, Twelfth European 
November 4 Ecumenical Sceretaries' Consultation Crét Bérard/Switzerland 
November 2-6 Consultation on the Christian Task of 
the YWCA Switzerland 
November 9-15 World YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer 
November 9-22 YWCA Executive Committoo’ : Switzerland. 
November 12 WCCEK North American Committee Meeting New York/USA 
November 30- International Conference on Social 
December 6 Work Tokyo/Japan 
December 24- WSCF, Asian Conference on Life and 


January 1 Mission of the Church Rangoon/Burma 
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